Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 USUNN 02355 23I835Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

054682 23I837Z/44 

R23I806Z JUL 77 

EM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4610 
INEO USMISSION GENEVA 

CONEIDENTIAL USUN 2355 

EXDIS 

GENEVA EOR AMBASSADOR WELLS - ECOSOC DEL 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS-I 

TAGS: UNICEE, AORG, APER 

SUBJECT: EXTENSION OE LABOUISSE AS UNICEE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

1. RAFI AHMED, WALDHEIM'S CHEE DE CABINET, PHONED LEONARD 
MORING OF JULY 22 TO INFORM HIM THAT ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD 
BE MADE LATER THAT DAY THAT THE SYG WAS EXTENDING LABOUISSE 
EOR TWO YEARS AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. LEONARD EXPRESSED 
SOME SURPRISE SINCE WALDHEIM HAD MENTIONED IN PASSING ONLY 
TWO DAYS EARLIER THAT HE WAS STILL DISCUSSING WITH SWEDES 
WHETHER SOME OTHER POST THAN UNICEE DIRECTOR MIGHT BE 
SATISFACTORY TO THEM THUS CLEARING THE WAY EOR JAMES GRANT 
AS SUCCESSOR TO LABOUISSE. 

2. AHMED EXPLAINED THAT THAT HAD INDEED BEEN SITUATION 
AT THAT TIME BUT THAT IN EOLLOWING TWO DAYS HE HAD ON 
WALDHEIM'S INSTRUCTIONS PRODDED SWEDES EOR THEIR RESPONSE 
AND HAD ALMOST IMMEDIATELY BEEN INEORMED THAT ONLY POST 
IN HUMANITARIAN FIELD IN WHICH SWEDES WERE INTERESTED 
WAS UNICEE. WALDHEIM HAD IMMEDIATELY CONCLUDED THAT HIS 
ONLY POSSIBILITY OP AVOIDING DEEP OPPENSE TO EITHER 
SWEDES OR AMERICANS WAS TO CONTINUE INCUMBENT AND APTER 
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CHECKING WITH LABOUISSE HAD DONE SO. HE HAD BEEN ENCOURAGED 
IN THIS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL SPEAKING 
ON BEHALF OF MANY GOVERNING COUNCIL MEMBERS. 
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